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common—that, at a certain stage of their political and
economic development, each one of these communities
found it necessary to give to their growing sense of common
nationhood the outward expression of a common Constitu-
tion ; that each is a marvellous amalgam of ancient prece-
dents and new experiments; so that, were the British Empire
to follow the fate of its predecessors, its memory would
still, if for nothing else, always survive; because, although
indirectly and mediately, it has, like the wise householder,
brought forth things new and old,
It is natural in turning from these examples of the
success of the Anglo-Saxon race in the work of achieving
greater union to ask oneself what light or leading these
precedents afford to those who believe that only by a more
systematic method of cohesion can the separate portions of
the British Empire be prevented from, sooner or later,
drifting apart. Assuredly the difficulties in the way are
great. Though the need of closer union is now more clearly
realized than at any previous date, few would now support
the simple proposal of converting the present Parliament
into a Parliament of the Empire by giving representatives
to the oversea Dominions and Colonies. Moreover, .the vis
inertise which naturally opposes change is still powerful.
It was only the compelling force of necessity, the recognition
of the fact that without union existence itself might become
impossible, which persuaded the jealous American States to
accept the Constitution imposed on them by the wisdom of
its framers and the character of Washington. But to the
masses in the British Empire, who dictate under democracy
the policy of governments, the necessity for closer union
is, as yet, far from clear. In Canada the fact that a union,
though an .uneasy one, already existed between the French
and English of Lower Canada, made easier the foundation
of the Dominion. In Australia and South Africa the
boundaries between the various Colonies were, for the
most part, arbitrary and fortuitous. In broad contrast

